BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION HANDOUT

Those Who Trespass. Author: Sydney F. Grey

Discussion Date:

1. Brief Summary

In 1818, a British frigate rescues a mysterious young woman found alone on a remote island. Captain Johnathan
Gresham, burdened by grief and duty, brings her aboard — but her identity, the ship’s tensions, and buried
secrets intertwine to unravel both their pasts. As memory, loyalty, faith, and forgiveness collide, each must
decide whose voice to trust — and what the truth will cost.

2. About the Author

Sydney F. Grey writes emotionally resonant historical fiction rooted in faith, redemption, and human
complexity. Her storytelling blends meticulous research with deeply personal character journeys, creating
worlds that feel immersive, tactile, and relational.

3. Historical / Cultural Context

o The story takes place in 1818 and travels from the West Indies to the heart of England

e Many social norms in the Regency period limited women’s ability to make life-choices and determine
their own destinies. Societal pressures often dictated courting, marriage, and mourning rituals.

e The only real people loosely portrayed are Lord Salisbury, and Lord and Lady Melville.

4. Main Characters

Character Role Notable Traits / Themes

5. Key Themes

Check or circle themes that came up in discussion:

o Identity & Memory

e Loss & Healing

e Duty vs. Desire

o Faith & Doubt

e Social Class & Power

e Love & Sacrifice

e Morality, Mercy, & Justice



6. Discussion Questions

What moment or scene stayed with you the most? Why?

Which character did you connect with most, and what drew you to them?

How did the setting shape the mood and conflict of the story?

Were the characters’ choices believable for their historical context?

What role does memory / identity / forgiveness (or your chosen theme) play in the story?
How did the author create emotional tension or suspense?

Did your perception of the protagonist change throughout the book? How?

Would the story have unfolded differently if told from a different point of view?
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7. Favorite Quotes & Passages

Page # Quote Why It Matters

8. Compare to Other Works

e Does this remind you of any other novels, films, or series?
o How does this book contribute to or challenge its genre (historical romance, etc.)?

9. Closing Reflection

e How did this book make you feel?

o What ideas or questions are you still thinking about?

e  Would you recommend it—to whom, and why?
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